
' B e i n g  p a r t  o f  W o r l d  T r a i l s  A m b a s s a d o r s  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
e n r i c h i n g  e x p e r i e n c e s  o f  m y  l i f e ,  I  f i n a l l y  m e t  p e o p l e  w h o  l o v e

w o r k i n g  o n  t r a i l s  a n d  t o d a y  I  f e e l  a c c o m p a n i e d .  I  k e e p  w i t h
m e  n e w  i d e a s ,  f r i e n d s  a n d  t h e  d e s i r e  t o  c o n t i n u e  w o r k i n g  i n
W T N  f r o m  t h e  h e a r t  o f  S o u t h  A m e r i c a ,  P a r a g u a y .  S e e  y o u  a t

t h e  n e x t  c o n g r e s s  w i t h  n e w  p r o j e c t s  t o g e t h e r . '
- W o r l d  T r a i l s  A m b a s s a d o r

 W O R L D  T R A I L S
A M B A S S A D O R S

 I M P A C T  
S U M M A R Y

2 0 2 2 - 2 0 2 4  I N A U G U R A L  C O H O R T  R E P O R T



SUPPORT COMMUNITIES

Make an impact on your community through building action plans
supported by influencers and leaders in the World Trails Network.

RAISE AWARENESS OF THE WORLD TRAILS NETWORK

Raise your voice on issues that matter to you about trails, while providing
greater impact and awareness of the importance of trails.

INCREASE CAPACITY FOR IMPACT

Connect to international World Trails Network task teams, leaders and
other volunteers, and a group of like-minded and motivated individuals to
make change.

R E A D  R I Z A ' S  S T O R Y

EQUIPPING THE NEXT GENERATION OF TRAIL LEADERS TO COLLABORATE
AND INNOVATE FOR A BETTER WORLD THROUGH TRAILS.

R E P O R T  C R E A T E D  B Y  P A G E  0 2

  
S P E C I A L  T H A N K S

WORLD TRAILS
AMBASSADORS 

Thank you to the Trails and Knowledge
Task Team, Galeo Saintz, and

sponsorship from the 
Trans Canada Trail! 

P R O G R A M  G O A L S  

T w e l v e  A m b a s s a d o r s  w e r e  s e l e c t e d  t o
s u p p o r t  a  g l o b a l  t r a i l s  m o v e m e n t  a n d  b e
c o m m u n i t y  a g e n t s  f r o m  t h e i r  c o u n t r i e s .

A w a r d s  w e r e  g i v e n  t h r o u g h  a
c o m p e t i t i v e  s e l e c t i o n  p r o c e s s  b y  t h e

T r a i l s  a n d  K n o w l e d g e  T a s k  T e a m  o f  t h e  
W o r l d  T r a i l s  N e t w o r k .  

A m b a s s a d o r s  g a t h e r e d  v i r t u a l l y  l e a d i n g
u p  t o  t h e  S u m m i t ,  w h e r e  t h e y  c o n v e n e d

p r i o r  t o  a t t e n d i n g  t h e  W o r l d  T r a i l s
C o n f e r e n c e  i n  S k i a t h o s ,  G r e e c e

S e p t e m b e r  2 4 - O c t o b e r  2 ,  2 0 2 2 .  T h e s e
r i s i n g  l e a d e r s ,  a g e s  2 0 - 3 5 ,  r e p r e s e n t

c o m m u n i t i e s  a c r o s s  t h e  w o r l d ,  i n c l u d i n g
G h a n a ,  J o r d a n ,  P a r a g u a y ,  t h e

P h i l i p p i n e s ,  A z e r b a i j a n ,  N e p a l ,  S o u t h
A f r i c a ,  I n d o n e s i a ,  C a n a d a ,  a n d  t h e  U S A .  

R E A D  M O R E

SUPPORT COMMUNITIES
Ambassadors impact their communities by building action
plans supported leaders in the World Trails Network and its Task
Teams.

RAISE AWARENESS OF THE WORLD TRAILS
NETWORK
Ambassadors bring forward issues concerning trails that matter
to young people while increasing awareness of the importance
and impact of trails around the world.

INCREASE CAPACITY FOR IMPACT
Ambassadors connect to international World Trails Network task
teams, leaders, volunteers, and a network of like-minded and
motivated individuals to make change.

' T h e  g r e a t e s t  v a l u e  o f  t h e  A m b a s s a d o r s h i p  p r o g r a m  w a s  i t s  n e t w o r k i n g  a n d  r e l a t i o n s h i p - b u i l d i n g  a s p e c t .  T h i s  y e a r
w a s  t h e  i n a u g u r a l  p r o g r a m  f o r  A m b a s s a d o r s ,  a n d  t h i s  c a m e  w i t h  e x p e c t e d  c h a l l e n g e s ,  b u t  m u c h  g r e a t e r  b e n e f i t s  a n d

e x c i t e m e n t  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e  w o r k  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  b o t h  i n d i v i d u a l l y ,  a n d  a s  a  g r o u p . '   - W o r l d  T r a i l s  A m b a s s a d o r

https://www.instagram.com/p/CjK3gUXsFgI/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
https://www.just-trails.org/
https://worldtrailsconference.org/world-trails-network-awards-emerging-leaders-as-ambassadors/


 W H E R E  W E  E X C E L L E D

G L O B A L  R E P R E S E N T A T I O N

' T h e  m o s t  i m p a c t f u l  t h i n g  f o r  m e  i s  i n  d e v e l o p i n g
I n d i v i d u a l  P r o j e c t s  t o  s u p p o r t  m y  c o m m u n i t y  a n d
s h a r e  w i t h  W T N  p a r t i c i p a n t s .  A f t e r  r e t u r n i n g  b a c k

f r o m  t h i s  c o n f e r e n c e ,  I  h a v e  s o  m a n y  i d e a s  t o
a p p l y  t o  m y  c o m m u n i t i e s  i n  m y  c o u n t r y . '

E x c e l l e n t  a n d  o p e n  l e a d e r s h i p  f r o m  J u l i e  a n d
D e l i a ,  w h o  m o v e d  t h e  g r o u p  f r o m  s h y  s t r a n g e r s  - >

f r i e n d s .  L o t s  o f  e x c e l l e n t  d i s c u s s i o n  a n d
b r a i n s t o r m i n g  a r o u n d  t h e  s h a r e d  c h a l l e n g e s  o f

t r a i l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d .  I  t h i n k  o u r
i n s i g h t s  a n d  c o n c l u s i o n s  w e r e  m u c h  m o r e
t h o u g h t f u l  t h a n  m o s t  I  s a w  p r e s e n t e d  a n d

d i s c u s s e d  a t  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e ?  H e r c u l e a n  l e v e l
o u t p u t  f o r  a  o n e - d a y  s u m m i t  - -  p r o g r a m  i d e a t i o n ,

2  m i n u t e  p r e s e n t a t i o n s ,  R A P P O R T E U R
c o m m i t m e n t s ,  t a s k  t e a m  i n t r o d u c t i o n s ,  e t c .  G r e a t

l a s t - m i n u t e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  b e a c h  t r i p s ,
s p o n s o r e d  m e a l s ,  e t c . . .  w e  a l l  r e c o g n i z e  t h a t  i t

w a s  n o t  e a s y  t o  p u l l  o f f . '

 W H E R E  W E  C A N  G R O W

' M o r e  i n v o l v e m e n t / r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  f r o m  N e t w o r k
l e a d e r s h i p .  C a l m e r  s c h e d u l e  s t r e t c h e d  o v e r  2  o r  3  d a y s .

D e e p e r  c o n v e r s a t i o n  a r o u n d  s o l v i n g  m o d e r n  t r a i l  i s s u e s  -
-  I M O  t h e  h i g h l i g h t  o f  t h e  S u m m i t  -  w h i c h  w a s  c u t  s h o r t

b y  l o g i s t i c a l  p l a n n i n g  
( p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  s o n g ,  t a s k  t e a m ,  e t c . ) . '

' Y o u n g  p e o p l e  t o d a y  c o m p r i s e  o v e r  4 0  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e
g l o b a l  p o p u l a t i o n ,  a n d  f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s  w i l l  b e  m o s t

i m p a c t e d  b y  t h e  c h a l l e n g e s  w e  f a c e  t o d a y  -  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e
t r i p l e  p l a n e t a r y  c r i s i s  o f  n a t u r e ,  p o l l u t i o n ,  a n d  c l i m a t e .  I t

i s  t h e r e f o r e  p e r t i n e n t  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  p e r s p e c t i v e s  o f  y o u t h
a r e  r e f l e c t e d  i n  t h e  W o r l d  T r a i l s  N e t w o r k  C o n f e r e n c e  a n d

t h a t  t h e  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e m  r e f l e c t s  y o u t h  c o -
l e a d e r s h i p ,  a c t i n g  i n  t h e  s p i r i t  o f  W i t h  a n d  F o r  Y o u n g

P e o p l e .  M y  s u g g e s t i o n  i s  m o r e  l i k e  a n  i m p r o v e m e n t ,  n o t  a
c h a n g e ,  s u c h  a s  O r g a n i z e  C a p a c i t y  B u i l d i n g  /  D i a l o g u e

S e s s i o n s  o n  M e a n i n g f u l  Y o u t h  E n g a g e m e n t  a n d
e m p o w e r i n g  t h e m  b y  g i v i n g  t h e m  a  s o l i d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f
t h e  t o p i c s  b e i n g  d i s c u s s e d ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a b o u t  t h e  s t r u c t u r e s

o f  a n d  p o s s i b l e  w a y s  t o  i n f l u e n c e  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g
p r o c e s s e s  o n  t r a i l s  s y s t e m  a n d  m a n a g e m e n t . '

' A  d e b r i e f  d a y  t o  a l l o w  f r e s h  r e f l e c t i o n  a n d  i n s i g h t  o n  t h e
a m b a s s a d o r  s u m m i t  a n d  c o n f e r e n c e . '

12
TOTAL AMBASSADORS

10 Ambassadors participated in the

World Trails Conference, but all 12

that were selected have participated

in the 2 year program.  

P A G E  0 3

11
COUNTRIES



S U R V E Y  R E S U L T S P A G E  0 4

SURVEY
SAYS.. .
Results from a survey provided

post-conference.  

TOP VALUE
  

I M P A C T  O F  P R O G R A M ,  S U M M I T ,  A N D  C O N F E R E N C E  E L E M E N T S

D E V E L O P I N G
I N D I V I D U A L

P R O J E C T S  T O
S U P P O R T  M Y
C O M M U N I T Y  

T E M P L A T E S  T O
D E S I G N  A N D
I M P L E M E N T
P R O J E C T S

D I S C U S S I N G   
T R A I L  N E E D S

F R O M   A
G L O B A L  A N D
C O M M U N I T Y

P E R S P E C T I V E

H I G H  I M P A C T S O M E  I M P A C T L O W  I M P A C T

G A I N I N G
F R I E N D S H I P S

A N D  P E E R S  T O
S H A R E  B E S T
P R A C T I C E S  

P R O F E S S I O N A L
D E V E L O P M E N T

F R O M  A
N E T W O R K  O F

T R A I L  L E A D E R S

P R O F E S S I O N A L
D E V E L O P M E N T

F R O M  A
N E T W O R K  O F

T R A I L  L E A D E R S

D E S I G N I N G  A N
I N A U G U R A L

A M B A S S A D O R
P R O G R A M  T O

S U P P O R T  T R A I L S

R E C E I V I N G
R E C O G N I T I O N
F O R  M Y  W O R K

O N  T R A I L S ,  A N D
R A I S I N G   

A W A R E N E S S  O F
M Y  C U L T U R E

A N D
C O M M U N I T Y

L E A D I N G  T H E
R A P P O R T E U R
P R O C E S S  F O R
C O N F E R E N C E

R E P O R T I N G

B E I N G
I N C L U D E D  I N
T H E  O P E N I N G
A N D  C L O S I N G
C E R E M O N I E S



#TRAILTALKS with
World Trails Ambassadors

OUTCOMES
2022-2024

Task Teams:

Trail Talks:

Y O U T H  &  I N C L U S I V E  T R A I L  D E V E L O P M E N T
 

A M B A S S A D O R S  H A V E  J O I N E D  F O U R
T A S K  T E A M S ,  A N D  C R E A T E D  A  N E W

T A S K  T E A M .  

Watch the Recording

Amplifying WTN Projects:
A r a c e l i  G o n z á l e z  h a d  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s t u d y  a t
t h e  W h i t e  M o u n t a i n  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  F i e l d  S c h o o l
f o r  f i v e  w e e k s  a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  W T N  –  H u b  o f  t h e
A m e r i c a s  F e l l o w s h i p  p r o g r a m .  O r i g i n a l l y  f r o m
P a r a g u a y ,  A r a  s h a r e s  w h a t  t h e  e x p e r i e n c e  w a s  l i k e
a n d  w h a t  s h e  l e a r n e d  f r o m  h e r  t i m e  i n  t h e  W h i t e
M o u n t a i n s .  R E A D  M O R E .  

T h r e e  W o r l d  T r a i l s  A m b a s s a d o r s  f r o m  t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t
c o n t i n e n t s  d i s c u s s e d  p r o j e c t s  t a k i n g  p l a c e  i n  t h e i r

c o m m u n i t i e s  a r o u n d  e n g a g i n g  y o u t h  a n d  c r e a t i n g  i n c l u s i v e
e n v i r o n m e n t s  f o r  b o t h  t r a i l  u s e r s  a n d  t r a i l  b u i l d e r s .  

 

T h e  c u r r e n t  c o h o r t  h a s  s u p p o r t e d  t h o u g h t - l e a d e r s h i p  f o r  t h e  n e x t  i t e r a t i o n  o f
t h e  A m b a s s a d o r  p r o g r a m ,  p r o v i d i n g  c r i t i c a l  f e e d b a c k  a n d  s u g g e s t i o n s  f o r

p r o g r a m  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  i m p r o v e m e n t .  

What’s Next? Transition into the Network: 
After the two-year terms, Ambassadors are integrated into the World Trails Network through Task Teams

and International Hub projects, serving as mentors for the next Ambassador cohort and continuing to
connect as alumni on calls, projects, and World Trails Network opportunities. 

https://worldtrailsnetwork.org/araceli-gonzalez/

