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Invitation and Call for Presentations  

www.worldtrailsconference.org 
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Join fellow trail managers, trail visionaries, advocates and trail experts for 
a remarkable gathering of trails in Japan from 14 - 17 October 2016. 
Trails from around the world will present their insights during this 6th World 
Trails Conference focused on health, regeneration and trails.  

Learn from others, build your international professional network and 
discover global programmes that aim to  benefit trails around the world.

You are invited 

to discover trails from across the world.

Mount Daisen. 
An excursion to Mt Daisen’s trails is 
offered as part of the program.

Join u
s in

 To
ttori 

14 - 1
7 October 2016
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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR OF THE WORLD TRAILS CONFERENCE IN TOTTORI

Why is walking so enjoyable? Perhaps 
it is because walking is one of the 
fundamental forms of human 
movement. When we walk, each of 
our cells is reactivated, and our bodies 
and minds become refreshed. 

By walking, we can notice things that are normally 
overlooked such as plants flowering along the 
road, the sounds of birds, the distinctive traits and 

pace of an old townscape and the refreshing breeze. By walking, we can soak in the 
charms of a trail. 

Tottori offers nostalgic scenes of traditional Japan (longed by many living in large urban 
cities) as it is rich in nature with scenic beaches, mountains and lakes. It is also rich in 
history and culture with places enlisted as Japan Heritage Sites. The people of Tottori are 
also warm and hospitable. 

Through walking, visitors can discover the wonders of traditional Japan here in Tottori. 
We are now working on creating a vibrant Walking Resort and further enhancing the 
charms of the region through trails. 

Thanks to the support received from many people, we are due to hold the World Trails 
Conference this year in Tottori. We hope that many people from Asia and throughout the 
world will be to take part in this conference.  

We sincerely look forward to seeing you here and engaging in valuable discussions on 
trails, health, people, nature and other issues. We also look forward to walking together 
with you and sharing the traditional Japan experience with you. 

Shuhei Yamada
Chairman 
World Trails Conference in Tottori
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Leading through example since 2010, 
the World Trails Conference has grown 
to become the world’s primary meeting 
of the international trails community. 

This international conference has been held annually 
since 2010, when it was founded by the Jeju Olle 
Foundation on Jeju Island in Korea, and has been 
supported by a dynamic international team since. 

The focus of the this global trails gathering, is about fostering international discussion and 
development of trails based on shared values, best practice, research and resource sharing. 
Priority is placed on how we market trails internationally and bring trail issues to the fore in 
appropriate forums across the world. 

The 6th WTC will be held in Tottori, Japan – this is the first time ever it is to be held outside of 
Jeju Island, Korea. The conference promises to be informative, inspiring and a great meeting 
place for all of us working for trails, where we can share insights and knowledge. We look 
forward to what you can contribute to this global conversation on trails. 

Trails today are important confluence points of our engagement with nature, culture, 
recreation, health and shared values that contribute to the vigor of our communities, to direct 
experience of nature and to the appreciation of cultural heritage and its preservation. 

Trails are certainly a pathway to a reimagined future, one where as a global community we 
are more in touch with our surroundings, our heritage and our wellbeing and most 
importantly more connected to each other through shared experiences in the outdoors. 

Galeo Saintz  
Chair 
World Trails Network, Geneva - Switzerland 

WELCOME FROM THE CHAIR OF THE WORLD TRAILS NETWORK

ABOUT - WORLD TRAILS NETWORK 
As the world’s first international trails organization the World Trails Network, 
a non-profit association based in Geneva, Switzerland, champions 
international trail collaboration and networking around the world. 
www.worldtrailsnetwork.org
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Friday, 14 October 2016

Time Activity Language Organizer

14:30-16:00 ATN General Meeting Consecutive

interpreting ATN

16:30-18:00 WTN General Meeting English WTN

18:30-20:30

Welcome reception hosted by Governor of Tottori 
(dinner)

* Japanese trail associations to also participate  
*Few remarks by Chair Galeo

Consecutive 

interpreting Tottori Team

Our global committee is putting together a program that aims to 
increase the impact that  trails play in society and nature.  

PROGRAMME 
This international conference has been held annually since 2010, when it was founded by 
the Jeju Olle Foundation on Jeju Island in Korea, and has been supported by a dynamic 
international team since. We bring trails to the forefront in adventure and activity tourism, 
promoting healthy lifestyles and diverse trail experiences.  

Join us as we explore the role trails are playing in reshaping a global narrative for tourism 
and recreation.  

EXCURSIONS 
Join a number of planned excursions. 1. A pre-conference journey on the Kumano Koda 
Pilgrimage for international youth. 2. Explore the Geopark Coastal Trails in Tottori. 3. Mount 
Daisen climb. 4. Mt Mitoku - Sacred Place of Mountain Buddhism. 

  WTC 2016 - Tottori Programme 



Sunday, 16 October 2016

Time Activity Language Organizer

09:00-13:00 Take part in World Walk Festa in Tottori (trekking 
event)

Consecutive 
interpreting Tottori Team

13:00-14:00 Lunch Tottori Team

14:00-15:00 Session III: “Trails, Cultural Heritage and Nature” Simultaneous 
interpreting WTN

15:00-16:00 Session IV: “Marketing Trails Internationally” Simultaneous 

interpreting WTN

16:30-18:00
Closing:

Fostering a New Generation, World Trails Awards, 
2018 WTC announcement.

Simultaneous

interpreting WTN

Monday, 17 October 2016

Last day Excursion options Tottori Team
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Saturday, 15 October 2016

Time Activity Language Organizer

10:00-10:15

Opening Ceremony:

- Opening remarks by host

- Chair Galeo Saintz to officiate the opening of 

WTC

Simultaneous

Interpreting Tottori Team

10:15 -11:00 Keynote speech Simultaneous 

interpreting Tottori Team

11:00-12:00 Presentations on activities around the world and 
introduction of trails.

Simultaneous 
interpreting

WTN, Tottori 
Team

12:00-14:00 Lunch – Tottori Team

13:00 - Poster session – Tottori Team

14:00 -15:30 Session I: Walking and Health Symposium Simultaneous 
interpreting

WTN, Tottori 
Team

16:00-17:00 Session II: “Trails, Walking & Regeneration of 
Communities” 

Simultaneous 
interpreting Tottori Team

18:00-20:00 Friendship Party with Japanese walkers and locals 
(Dinner)

Consecutive 
interpreting Tottori Team



	






worldtrailsconference.org             �7

Highlights and Networking

WALKING AND HEALTH SYMPOSIUM 
On-going research linking walking, trails and health continues to show the significant benefits 
that accessible trails have on society. Join this panel and learn how your trails can leverage 
off both the physical, mental and spiritual health that trails unlock. 

INTERNATIONAL YOUTH ON TRAILS IN JAPAN 
We invite international youth travelers to join us in Tottori to explore the trails of the region 
and participate in the conference, to share their insights and enjoyment of trails in this global 
gathering. Walk the famous Kumano Kodo Pilgrimage with international team prior to the 
conference. We are currently seeking sponsorship support. please email 
chair@worldtrailsnetwork.org for details of costs and how to join us.  

CONNECT WITH THE WORLD TRAILS NETWORK COMMITTEE 
The World Trails Network is a non-profit association based in Geneva, Switzerland. With 
some of the world’s leading trails on our committee, we invite you to join us by coming to 
Japan to meet in person and learn from our diverse collective, and how you too can be 
involved in helping take innovative projects forward for the international trails community.  

TRAILS AND CONSERVATION  
Trails around the world play a significant role in making nature accessible to an ever 
increasing urban population. Find out about projects associated with trails and conservation.   

MARKETING YOUR TRAIL INTERNATIONALLY 
Reaching the global market of trail users is a challenge for every trail. How we market and 
communicate the benefits of trails is critical to the long term sustainability of the international 
trails industry. Join the conversation and learn about what different trails are doing around 
the world to reach global travelers and trail enthusiasts. 
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SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES - REACH A GLOBAL TRAILS AUDIENCE 
The world’s trails contribute significantly to the outdoor and adventure tourism sector. Trails 
are estimated to support at least one-third of all adventure tourism activities globally, and yet 
receive very little reinvestment in their maintenance, further development or marketing in 
return. Without trails we would have fewer inspiring places for people to use and wear 
inspiring gear and equipment. Speak directly to the trails community that keeps our world’s 
trails open, maintained and accessible, by being a sponsor of the World Trails Network.  
  

If you know of inspiring companies, innovative foundations or private donors who may wish 
to support the international work of the World Trails Network, please share this invitation with 
them. Donations large and small are welcome. Contact: chair@worldtrailsnetwork.org

      Sponsorship Opportunities

SPONSORSHIP # BENEFITS VALUE

Global Title 
Sponsor 1

Logo linked to WTN logo and visible on all communications 
and website. Including full advert in every issue of Online 
Magazine. 4 places to attend World Trails Conference or send 
nominees from developing trails. Opportunity for unique 
endorsement of sponsors product through WTN.

$100,000

World Trails 
Partner 5

Sponsor one of our 4 Focus Areas, receive regular updates 
on the social impact / conservation / cultural heritage impact 
your sponsorship has. 1/2 page in magazine and 1 place at 
World Trails Conference.

$25,000

World Trails 
Ambassador 10

Support the International Friendship Trails project and 
have your logo on dual trails across continents fostering 
goodwill and international cross-marketing.

$10,000

Wold Trails 
Champion 15

Logo listing on website and logo on supported page in 
magazine as well as on all promotional material in credit list. 
Support the Trail Surfing Volunteer Project

$5,000
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Meet us in Tottori

REGISTER ONLINE 
Please register online at www.worldtrailsconference.org   
Participation fee is ¥5,000 (US$48) 

GETTING THERE 
The conference venue is in Kurayoshi City, Tottori Prefecture, JAPAN. There are multiple 
options for travel and airports to select from. Please download our How to Get to Tottori 
PDF with full details and estimated travel costs or see the conference website. 

TRAVEL STIPEND AVAILABLE FOR PRESENTERS 
We have a limited amount of sponsorship funding to assist with travel costs for confirmed 
presenters. Please contact info@worldtrailsconference.org for further details. 

ACCOMMODATION OPTIONS  
Please see the website for links to book accommodation. 

Type of Accommodation Price Range Details

Hot Spring Japanese Inn ¥9,000 - ¥25,000 2 people per room ( 2 meals per day) 
15mins by car to WTC venue

Business Hotel ¥5,000 - ¥8,000 1 room per person  ( no meals ) 
5mins by car from WTC venue
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• Learn from trails around the world. 
• Make new friends. 
• Join a dynamic international network. 
• Share your knowledge.  
• Market your trail. 

Join us . . .

www.worldtrailsconference.org 


